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LEARNING FROM THE PAST 
By Pastor Ron Penner 

 

As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of our church, looking back at its history as we have had opportu-

nity to do, I have been amazed at His faithfulness.  The story of KMBC is one that reflects how God 

has provided again and again, sometimes miraculously.  It is a story of how many lives were touched 

by His grace and love.  It is a story that shows how His people were faithful, and how they lived their 

lives serving God and serving others.   

 

On Saturday, February 11, we will celebrate a lunch with our charter members and our pastors.  Also, 

we will focus on those who have gone out from KMBC to other places to serve Him in ministries.  

What a long list of people that is!  Then, on Sunday, February 12, we will honor those pastors and 

pastorôs wives who served here at KMBC in the past.  Those should be two full days of celebration, of 

thanking God for His grace and love!   

 

Of course, it is not a perfect story.  There were mistakes made, sins confessed and reconciliations 

sought as at times people were hurt.  But, in spite of those moments, it is a story of how God has used 

this church to further His kingdom work here in Kingsburg and in the surrounding community, and 

around the world.   

 

Some people never learn from the successes or the mistakes of others who have gone before!  Every-

thing must be new and they want to experience it all without any reference to past history.  Yet the 

Scriptures encourage us to remember what God has done, and how He has provided in the past (Psalms 

78:1-8)!  That is essential for the future of KMBC as well.   

 

Perhaps the biggest lesson we learn has to do with the fact that there is hope for the future.  Of course 

there are many huge challenges, some of which our forefathers did not face.  Today we face an un-

known political and economic future.  We face a society that does not put Christianity in a favorable 

position.  But our forefathers faced an unknown future as well, and in the end, we see that they were 

faithful, in spite of the odds against them.   

 

I see a wonderful and hopeful future for KMBC.  Not only because we have such a rich history, or be-

cause we have such great people who have been a part of KMBC, including those who now attend.  

No, it is mostly because of our Father in Heaven.  To Him be all the honor and the glory for what He 

has done and will do!   

      
 50th Anniversary Schedule: 
     Saturday, February 11 and Sunday, February 12  
     Check the church website for timings www.kingsburgmb.org or call the church office 897-4162 
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  LOOKING BACK THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHS:  

Y O U T H  BY Pastor john  

Borscht Dinner - Thank you to all who helped with our Borscht Dinner, it was a great evening. We raised 

about $1200 for our Traver Missions. We had thought we raised much more but a recount showed the 20ôs 

were counted twice. Thank you church family for supporting our youth and our youth ministry through your 

love of missions, borscht, and young people. 

 

Traver Missions - Our youth and youth leaders will be embarking on another journey to Traver this Easter 

break.  Pray with us and for us as we take steps to seek what God has for us in Traver.  We hope to camp in 

tents again this year and ñrough itò a little bit. I have met with Pastor Juan and he is working on putting to-

gether work projects for us while we are there. The Pastor reports that their church has grown in number as a 

result of our ministry there a few years ago. We are planning on combining our youth groups for a couple 

outings before our week of serving together.  Pray that God will prepare our hearts for what he has, and that 

he would prepare the hearts of those we will be serving. We are tossing around the idea of a sports themed 

ministry and putting it before the Lord to see if this is the direction he is leading. 

 

Jr. High - You can probably tell that there is a Jr. High presence on Wednesdayôs. We range from 6-8 kids, 

but from the sound of things you would think there were 20. Please pray for these kids. Some of these kids 

are really struggling. Sometimes itôs the loudest ones that are really struggling, other times itôs the quiet 

ones. Thank you for your prayers. Let their noisy voices be a reminder to pray for them, and their leaders. 
 
Matt Duffy has been helping me with the Jr. High as a sort of intern. I have warned him that I might just let 

him lead the whole night one of these times. He has been a great help in planning and leading games and the 

kids respond well to his leadership. 

 

Hartland Camp - Camp is almost here and we have a few interested in going. We are trying to get the whole 

High School group to go, it will be a really good experience for them as a group. (See page 3 for dates). 



 
HAPPY DAYS  
 

We have been ñchillingò out at Happy Days as we are 

creating penguins and snowmen, all in hopes of more 

rain.  Happy Days has been buzzing with kids also.    

We are just about full in both our School Age program 

as well as our Preschool program.  We are excited that 

we have a waiting list of students and those who are 

ready to enroll for the summer and fall programs as 

well.  God has definitely blessed our program with    

excellent teachers and special families.  If you know    

of someone interested in sending their child, we will 

open enrollment for the summer and fall on March 1. 

 

If you ever need a laugh in your day stop by and visit with a preschooler.  They have the best imagina-

tions.  The highlight of the week for the kids is going to chapel and hearing a bible story.  Isn't it great 

that kids look forward to hearing God's word?  Some of the kids would like to have chapel everyday. 

 

On February 1 we went to the Fresno Zoo for a field trip.  Our new curriculum has changed our usual 

visit from May to earlier in the year.  It is always fun to see how much the kids have learned about ani-

mals before we leave and then to hear them talk with their parents and grandparents about this new in-

formation while at the zoo.  We will be taking a train trip at the end of April after talking about Trans-

portation.  There is always something fun happening at Happy Days. 

 

Christian Education - 
 

 The Christian Education Board would like you to mark your  calendars for Saturday, March 17,  

 2012.  We will be hosting our Annual Christian Education Appreciation Dinner.  Everyone is invited 

 to come and either be appreciated for the job that you do or to say, ñThank youò to those who faith-

fully serve each week in one of the many ministries of Christian Education.  Those ministries include: 

Children's and Adult Sunday School, Children's Church, Nursery, Wednesday Night Programing, and 

Youth. 

 

Hartland Camp - 
Winter Camp time is here.  If your child plans on attending you need to speak directly with Melanie 

Weber TODAY! Hartland may not have room for your child. 

 

You can also start making payments towards Summer camp.  Camp fees are $374 for individuals, and 

$340 if we have a group of 7 campers.  The dates are as follows: 

 July 8-13 - Jr. Camp (4th-6th grade) 

 July 15-20 - Jr. High Camp (going into 7th,8th) 

 July 29 �± Aug 3 - High School Camp (going into 9th-12th grade) 
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